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CLAIMS 



1- Compounds of formula (I) : 




(wherein Ri and R'i, which may be identical or different, each represents a linear or 
branched (Ci-C 6 )alkyl group, a linear or branched (C 2 -C 6 )alkenyl group, a linear or 
branched (C 2 -C 6 )alkynyl group, a (C 3 -C 8 )cycloalkyl group, a (C 3 -C 8 )cycloalkyl- 
(Ci-C 6 )alkyl group in which the alkyl moiety may be linear or branched, an aryl group, 
an aryl-(Ci-C 6 )alkyl group in which the alkyl moiety may be linear or branched, a 
heteroaryl group or a heteroaryl-(Ci-C 6 )alkyl group in which the alkyl moiety may be 
linear or branched, 

and R 2 represents a hydrogen atom or a linear or branched (Ci-C 6 )alkyl group, 

it being possible, additionally, for Ri and R 2 together to form a linear or branched 

alkylene chain containing from 3 to 6 carbon atoms), 

♦ R 3 represents a linear or branched (Ci-C 6 )alkoxy group, 

♦ R, represents a halogen atom, a hydroxy group, a linear or branched (Ci-C 6 )alkoxy 
group or an amino group optionally substituted by one or two linear or branched 
(Ci-C 6 )alkyl groups, 

♦ pis 1,2 or 3, 
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it being vinderstood that: 

. "aryl" denotes a phenyl, naphthyl or biphenyl group, 

. "heteroaryl" denotes any mono- or bi-cyelic aromatic group containing from 1 to 
hetero atoms selected from oxygen, sulphur and nitrogen, 

wherein the aryl and heteroaryl groups so defined may be substituted by from 1 to 3 groups 
Lted from linear or branched (C.-C^yl, linear or branched (C.C^oxy, hydroxy 
carboxy, formyl, nitro, cyano, linear or branched polyhaMCC^yl, alxoxycarbonyl 
and halogen atoms, 

.heir enantiomers and diastereoisomers, and addition salts thereof with a pharmaceutical* 
acceptable acid or base. 

2- Compounds of formula (I) according to claim 1, wherein A represents a 

A their enantiomers and diastereoisomers, and addition salts 

grouping >J 

o 

thereof with a pharmaceutical* acceptable acid or base. 

3- Compounds of formula (!) according to claim 1, wherein R, represents a linear or 
"branched (CW group, their enantiomers and diastereoisomers, and addttton salts 
thereof with a pharmaceutical* acceptable acid or base. 

4- Compounds of formula (!) according ,o claim 1, wherein R, represents a linear or 
branched (C-OcycloalM group, their enantiomers and diastereoisomers, and addrhon 
salts thereof with a pharmaceutical., acceptable acid or base. 

5 . Compounds of formula (.) according to c.aim 1, wherein * represents a hydrogen a.m 
^h enantiomers and diasrereoisomers, and addition sal, thereof with a pharmaceufcally 
acceptable acid or base. 

«. Compounds of formma (I) according to Cairn 1, wherein p is 7, their enantiomers and 
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diastereoisomera, and addition salts thereof with a pharmaceutical* accept acid or 



base. 



Compounds of formula (,) according to claim ., wherein R, represents a 

"group, dreir enantiomers and ^stereoisomers, and addition sal. thereof wtth a 

pharmaceutically acceptable acid or base. 

8- Compounds of formula (I) according to claim 1, wherein R, represents an OH group, 
idr enlomers and diastereoisomers, and addition salts thereof with a phamtaceuttcall, 
acceptable acid or base. 

9 . Compounds of fomuda (.) according to claim 1 , wherein R. represents an OMe group 
Lir eltiomers and ^stereoisomers, and addition salts thereof with a pharmaceuttcally 
acceptable acid or base. 

,0- Compounds of formn.a (.) according to claim ,, wherein R. represents an NH2 group 
enantiomers and diastereoisomers, and addition salts .hereof with a pharmaceutical* 
acceptable acid or base. 

„. Compounds of formu,a (!) according .0 claim 1, wherein R, represent 

*eir enantiomers and diastereoisomers, and addition Sana thereof with a pharmaceuttcaUy 

acceptable acid or base. 

n - Compounds of formula (!) according ,0 Cairn 1, wherein the -CH2R4 group is in to J 
"s ition (meta, on the phenyl group, and addition saUs thereof witi, a pbarmaceuneally 
acceptable acid or base. 

,3- Compound of formula (1) according .0 claim 1, which is rV-(2-{3-[3- 
^ydroxymemyOphenyn-T-medtoxy-.-naphtitynethyOacetamide, and addition sans thereof 

with a pharmaceutically acceptable acid or base. 

H. Compound of formula (I) according ,0 claim I, which is AH2-{3-[3- 
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with a pharmaceutically acceptable acid or base. 

process for ft. preparation of compounds of formula (!) according «o data .. 
^aracterised in ft* tore is used as starting materia! a compound of fonuuia (II) . 



(II) 



wherein A, p and R, are as defined for formu,a (I), which is subjected ,o ore action of 
bromine to yield a compound of formula (III) : 

(W P 



(HI) 





of 



wherein A, p and R 3 are as 
palladium acetate or 
fonnula (IV) : 



defined hereinabove, which is condensed, in the presence 
tetrakis(triphenylphosphine)palladium, with a compound of 




B(OH) 2 



(IV) 



or a cyano group, 



wherein R s represent a .inear or branched (C.-C^koxycarbony! group, a fomryl group 
) to yield a compound of formula (V) : 

(V) 




5 wherein A, p, R3 and R 5 are as defined hereinabove, 
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which compound of formula (V), 

. when R 5 represents a CN group, is subjected to the action of Raney nickel to obtam a 
compound of formula (I/a), a particular case of the compounds of formula (I) : 

(I/a) 



CH 2 NH 2 




wherein A, p and R 3 are as defined hereinabove, 



which compound of formula (I/a) may be subjected to the action of one or more alkylating 
agents to yield a compound of formula (I/b), a particular case of the compounds of 
formula (I) : 

A 



(I/b) 



CH 2 NR a R' a 




wherein A, p and R 3 are as defined hereinabove, Ra represents an alkyl group and R' a 
represents a hydrogen atom or an alkyl group, 

. when R 5 represents a formyl group, is subjected to the action of NaBH, or triethylsilane 
and when R 5 represents an alkoxycarbonyl group, is subjected to the action of L1AIH4, 
to yield a compound of formula (I/c), a particular case of the compounds of formula (I) : 
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wherein A, p and R 3 are as defined hereinabove, 

which compound of formula (I/c) is subjected to the action of a hydrohalic acid to yield a 
compound of formula (I/d), a particular case of the compounds of formula (I) : 




wherein A, p and R3 are as defined hereinabove and X represents a halogen atom, 

or which compound of formula (I/c) is subjected to the action of an alcoholate to yield a 
compound of formula (I/e), a particular case of the compounds of formula (I) : 




wherein A, p, R 3 and Ra are as defined hereinabove, 

the compounds (I/a) to (I/e) constituting the totality of the compounds of formula (I), 
which compounds may be purified according to a conventional separation technique, are 
converted, if desired, into addition salts with a pharmaceutically acceptable acid or base, 
and are optionally separated into their isomers according to a conventional separation 
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technique. 



16 - Compounds of formula (V') : 




(wherein Ri and R'i, which may be identical or different, each represents a linear or 
branched (Ci-C 6 )alkyl group, a linear or branched (C 2 -C 6 )alkenyl group, a linear or 
branched (C 2 -C 6 )alkynyl group, a (C 3 -C 8 )cycloalkyl group, a (C 3 -C 8 )cycloalkyl- 
(Ci-C 6 )alkyl group in which the alkyl moiety may be linear or branched, an aryl 
group, an aryl-(Ci-C 6 )alkyl group in which the alkyl moiety may be linear or 
branched, a heteroaryl group or a heteroaryl-(Ci-C 6 )alkyl group in which the alkyl 
moiety may be linear or branched, 

and R 2 represents a hydrogen atom or a linear or branched (Ci-C6)alkyl group, 

it being possible, additionally, for Ri and R 2 together to form a linear or branched 

alkylene chain containing from 3 to 6 carbon atoms), 

♦ R 3 represents a linear or branched (Ci-C 6 )alkoxy group, 

♦ R' 5 represents a linear or branched (Ci-C 6 )alkoxycarbonyl group or a formyl group, 
their enantiomers and diastereoisomers, and addition salts thereof with a pharmaceutically 
acceptable acid or base, for use as synthesis intermediates for the preparation of 
compounds of formula (I) but also as melatoninergic receptor ligands. 

17 - Pharmaceutical compositions comprising compounds of formula (I) according to any 
one of claims 1 to 14 or compounds of formula (V) according to claim 16, or one of their 
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addition salts with a pharmaceutical^ acceptable acid or base, in combination with one or 
more pharmaceutical^ acceptable excipients. 

18- Pharmaceutical compositions according to claim 17 for use in the manufacture of 
medicaments for the treatment of disorders of the melatoninergic system. 

19- Pharmaceutical compositions according to claim 17 for use in the manufacture of 
medicaments for the treatment of sleep disorders, stress, anxiety, seasonal affective 
disorders or severe depression, cardiovascular pathologies, pathologies of the digestive 
system, insomnia and fatigue due to jetlag, schizophrenia, panic attacks, melancholia, 
appetite disorders, obesity, insomnia, psychotic disorders, epilepsy, diabetes, Parkinson's 
disease, senile dementia, various disorders associated with normal or pathological ageing, 
migraine, memory losses, Alzheimer's disease, cerebral circulation disorders, and also 
sexual dysfunctions, and as inhibitors of ovulation, immunomodulators and in the 
treatment of cancers. 



